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Trusting Teachers

When you send your child to school each
day, you putyour faith in theadultsin tha
school to protect thebest interests of your child.
Thisisagreat honorfor the school Bto be
entruged with thesodal, academic, physcal,
and emotiond well-being of each oneof our
students. It isagraveresponsbility, andisone
we take very serioudy. Thisresponsbility has
led each of usto enter thefield of education and
has motivated usto excel in ourundegraduae
and gradude studies. It drives usto continueour
professiond learning, and guides every oneof
our professiond decisions

At times, thebest interests of onechild
mug be baanced with the best interests of
another child, or with theneedsof theclassas a
whole. These are smply theongong demands
of teaching, and are thekindsof judgments
teachersin every school make hundeds of times
aday. Teachers bringto bear ther knowedgeof
individud children, child development, school
philosophy, and classroom expectationswhen
they resolve the small andlargeissues tha crop
up throughoutthe day.

Teachers also have awider perspective
on classroomdynamics and events. Children
may view inddents with magnified focus,
screening out contextud information and making
(developmentally appropriate!) egocentric
interpretations Children@ reports of classroom
happeningsmay be colored by assumptions
misundestandings and lack of background
information. While children@ perceptions
provide uswith valuable information, teachers
have theability to thoughtully weigh all the
circumstances and
nuances of events andto
act based onafuller
undestanding of the
situdion.

(continued onp. 4)

Family Association
Fund-Rasing
Committee Update

By now you®e probably been hit up one
way or another by the GCCS Family
Assodation@fundrising committee. Itsjobisto
make sure there is money for Family Assodation
events and to continueto grow the school@
playgroundaccount

Here are some ways you can hdp without
spending any actud money:

« SaveyourBox Topsfor Education.Log
onto boxtopdoreduction.comto see the
variousprodudstha indudethis labd. If
you shop by internet, you can also
contribute by stoppingfirst at that
websgte and then going to oneof the 170
onlinestores, such as Barnes & Noble

(continued onp. 7)

Join Us For
an Evening of
Fun and Community!
Family Pot-Luck Supper
and
Community Circle
(led by Ms. Haymond!)
Wednesday, December 17
6:00 B7:30 p.m.
Eisenhart Auditorium

Watch for details g
e

In backpack mall
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Family Association Directory

Board of Trustees Representatives
SaraBruzda (473-9736) TeresaSnell (527-0070),
Maureen McDonald (527-0824)

Officers

Co-Chairs: Tracy Smith (544-0577), Anne Spauding
(461-5356)

Secretary: Alice Carli (527-9632)

Treasurer: Julie Schnepf (256-0722)

Family Association Committee Chairs
Family Social Activities

John Quitter (787-0332), Annette Ramas (244-1378)
Babysitting & Transportation

Betsy Semapilio-Frark (654-5958)

Staff Appreciation Luncheon

Marcy Berger (271-3549)

Fund-Raising

Mary Lavin & Tom Slothower (442-1277), Diana &
Jim Carter (473-1187)

Communications

Holly Merrill (224-8491)

Legislative Issues

Anne Lichterstein (244-7373)

Parent Volunteer Coordinators
Kindergarten

LauaBrewer (241-3034), Blanche Fox (288-9313),
Jemifer SarFilippo (442-5420), Nancy Weinstein
(865-7714), Eileen Wrona (288-3273)

First Grade

Gina Dodd (426-3356), Annette Ramos (244-1378),
Marisa Stike (254-0403), Yvonne Villareake (473-
9318)

Second Grade

Joanne DeMarle (328-5982), Jeanne Eckl (377-
8957), Bill Howard (436-2573), Kamaria Rivera
(254-6598), Betsy Seipilio-Frank & John Frank
(654-5958)

Third Grade

Faye Henri (244-1831), Sue Lederer (473-3929),
Anne Lichtenstein (244-7373), Susan Proe (224-
0536), Anne Spauding (461-5356)

Fourth Grade

Alicia Ainsworth (262-5482), Robyn Dean (461-
1438), Cheryl Marshall (671-2961),

Delbie Ortenzi (533-2428), Maggie Torres
(454-2659), Teddi Urriola (671-2961)

Fifth Grade

Pad Jonasse (461-1137), Mary Lavin (442-1277), Kit
Miller (244-4189), KarenScheider (288-4726)

Disasters happen!

1t@ regrettable, butinevitable Dsome-
times milk or paint spills, bathroons are afew
too many stepsaway, and mud puddks beckon.
We like to beprepared so tha theunfortunae
victim can continueonwith hisor her day.
Please send in a change of clothing for your
child, induding pants, shirt, socks, and
undewear. Labd al itemsandendosethemin
alabded zip-lock bag. Wedl return theclothing
at theend of theyear. Thank you!

Upcoming Dates To
Remember

Oct. 21: New Parent Orientation
5-6 p.m. intheBallroom
Curriculum Night

6-7 p.m. Grades K-2

7-8 p.m. Grades 3-5

Oct. 25: Saturday Work Day for Parents
Nov. 10: Boad of Trugees Meeting
5:30 p.m. Cunninghan House
Nov. 11: Professiond Development Day
No School for Students
Nov. 17: Exhibition Night
GradesK, 1,5, Times TBA
Nov. 18: Exhibition Night
Grade4, Time TBA
Nov. 19: Exhibition Night

Grades 2, 3, Time TBA

Nov. 24-25: Professiond Development Days
No School for Students

Nov. 26-28: Thanksgiving Recess
Schoolis Closd

Dec. 8: Boad of Trugees Meeting
5:30 p.m. Cunninghan House
Dec. 11: Parent-Teacher Conferences
11:30 Dismissal for Students
Parent Information Session
7-9 p.m. Eisenhat Auditorium
Dec. 17: Family Assodation Pot Luck Sodal
Dec. 22- Winter Recess
Jan 1: Schoolis Closd
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Healing the Homework Headaches

Homework Byouloveit or
hate it, youwant more of it or you
wish it would jugt go away, you think
it enhances your child@ learning or
youthink it getsintheway. Let@
agree on onething Bthereis noway we can please
every student and parent with our approach to
homework.

GCCS staff took onthecontroversial issue
of homework this month, debated all sides, and
formulated a common postion based onwha we
value Wefed strongly tha learning extends
beyondthe classroomdoors, and we bdieve tha
family participaionin children® educationis
essential. We bdieve tha making connections
between home and schoolisimportant, and we strive
for theactivities we provideto be meaningful and
connected.

At GCCS, homework isintendel to reinforce
whd islearned at school. We providea variety of
assignments that complement in-class work
throughouttheweek, induding rote computation or
handwriting practice, expedition research, math
games, and joumd-writing. Teachers make
decisonsaboutthe content and duration of
homework tha are developmentally appropriate for
children® ages and gradelevels.

Some homework assignments may take
longe than others, and you mightfind tha
occasiond homework assignments are too easy or
difficult for your child. We intend tha homework
serve as another avenuefor communication

Winter Weather Is Coming!

Andtheneed for boots and warm outerwear
will soonbeuponud Please besureyourchildis
equipped with boos, has, mittens and snowpants
every day. Werequest tha aha and a spare par of
boots, mittensand snowpants beleft at schoolfor the
winter season. Children need to bewell-prepared for
outdoorrecess and field studies every day.

between home and school. If it@too difficult or
lengthy, jug jot a note on the assignment and send
it in to schoolthenext day. No assignment should
turn a pleasant evening at home into torture!

We all agree tha reading to children or
indgendent reading is amog bendficial home
learning activity. Independent reading may be
assigned as homework alongwith, or in lieu of,
other assignments.

We also bdieve tha pretend play, physcal
play, sports, family games (e.g. Sorry, Uno,
Monopoy) and after-school |lessonsare important
pats of achild® education. So are age-appropriate
chores and family tasks like cooking and cleaning.
Children learn many math and reading skills,
develop sodal relationships and maintain physcal
fitness by engaging in non-academic activities.

If youQ@ like more homework for your
children, you may easily extend thar assignments.
Addonsilent reading, flashcard practice, or
joumd-writing. These activities can be supavised
by parents withoutdifficulty and can betailored to
meet individud children@needs Feel free to make
these or other activities part of your child®
homework routine Don®forget that your child has
alonge school day and school year thanin the
typical school, so heor sheisalready putingin
extralearning time.

If you have questionsaboutyour child@
homework program, please contact his or her
teachers. They will behgppy to discussther gods
and expectationswith you.

Please send into school labeled wit h
your child® name:
| Boots

I Hat

I Mittens

' Snowpants
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Truding Teachers (contnued fromp. 1)

At GCCS,teachersplace greatimportance on
creatng a positive and nurturing classroom community.
Weinved heavily in helping childrenlean to treatone
another with social justice and develop skillsin
advocating for themselves While some problems may
be solved quickly with teacterintervertion, the quick
fix doesnot always reallt in the beg outcome. It is often
more appropriate Band better for the childrenBto help
themthink through issuesand arrive at solutions.

Rater thansimply controlling children, we teachthem
to control themselves It isalong but worthwhile
proces.

Parents are avital pat of our teaching
teams, and we valuether involvement. We
encourage parents to listen to children@reflections
aboutthar schoolday. When doing o, itis
important for parentsto remember that they receive
only adliver of thecontext in which events have

happened. Parents can vaidatethar children@
feelings butalso hdp children undestand tha
many inddents happen within amuch broader
context. Parents can also hdp children valuethe
expeience and knowedgetha teachers bringto
thar postions Children will benefit from
knowing tha teachers and parents trus one
another and respect each other@roles and
decisons

Emphasize the postive with your children,
and let them knowthat you appreciate al the
wondeful thingsthey do andlearn at school. If
your child has abad day, feel free to communicate
directly vianote, phonecall, or e-mail with the
teachersfor afuller explanaion. Demongrating
trug in teachers will strengthen the parent-teacher
relationship and will help children feel securein
knowing tha ther best interests are also ours.

Pitch In During Saturday Work Days!

Family involvement is an important part of hdping children to dowell in school. Oneway to
communicate to children tha you care aboutthar eductionisto perform service for theschool. Thisyear,
we will continueto offer aweekend oppotunity for families to fulfill thar 20-hour service commitment.
Staff memberswill identify tasks they would loveto have you peform Bfor example, cleaning, organizing,
and cogume-making. Come to school between 9:00 am. and 1:00 p.m. on the designaed Saturdays, and
wedl putyoutowork! Pizzawill beserved at noon. Thisisagreat way to meet other parents and help us
maintain our beautiful learning environment. A sign-up sheet has been sent home in backpack mail for our
first weekend work day this Saturday. Thanksin advance for your hep!

Saturday Work Days for Parents 9:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.

¥Octobe 25 ¥March 8 J
¥December 7 ¥May 10 1
¥Januay 25 )\

Parent Information Sessions Scheduled for New Families

Three sessions will give prospective families an overview of the philosophy and educationd
program at GCCS BDecember 11 from 7-9 p.m., January 24 from 1-3 p.m., and February 10from 7-9
p.m. Spread theword if you know families who might beinterested in enrolling their kindergarten-5"
grade childrenin GCCS. Applications and written information will be available at these sessions.

Applicationsfor enrollment are duein themain GCCS office by the conduson of
theFebruary 10 parent information session. Thelottery for admissonwill behdd
Wednesday, February 11 at 9:00 am. in the Computer Lab.

Sibling applicationswill be sent to our current families throughthemail in early
Januay, and will bedueon February 6.

oo
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What’s on your
child’s bookshelf?

We have over 100books
from our River Roomthat are
missingin action! Mightthey betucked ononeof
your sheves? We®e hoping that some of our
youngresearchers inadvertently left some of our
booksat home, andtha you can hdp uslocate
them. Please look throughyour child® book
collectionto seeif you find any stamped (River
RoomO Our booksare both hard and soft
covered.

Weresally need to recover or missing
resources so that we have them to use in our
future expeditions If youfindany, please return
them to school. Thank youfor your hdp.

Fourth Graders Head Off to Gold

Next week our 4™ Grade class will trek to
Gold, Penng/lvaniain search of the source of the
Genesee River. Studentswill condud research on
thegeology of the Genesee River. Thecrew will
follow theriver northward - sketching, taking
notes, conduding experiments, and interviewing
expetsaongtheway.

Theclass will spend two nightsin cabins
at Letchworth State Park, and will spend oneday
visiting the MountMorris Dam and hiking
throughthegorge Thethree-day excursion will
produce awealth of information for students to
usein thewriting of their book.

In additionto thar academic prepaations
students have worked hard to develop ther
physcal fitness. Our P.E. teacher has pushed
students to improvether endurance so they@ be
ready for thelonghikes. Each child has kept a
physcal fithesslog and has noted improvement in
staming, strength, and flexibility.

We look forward to seeing
the results of all the studentsO
efforts at ther Exhibitionin
November.

Playground Update

Looks like our playground installation
will have to take place this spring. We’re still
working with the City of Rochester’s Planning
and Preservation Boards to receive the
necessary variance and approvals. The process
is going well, but takes time. We appreciate
your continued support and : ;
your patience. It will be }~ | o |
worth the wait when we

v

greet the warm breezes of
spring on our new playground.

Note Exhibition Date Changes!

WeQe well into our Prehistory expeditions
at this point, and the preparationsfor exhibitions
have begun. Kindergartenis planninga
performance featuring prehistoric sea creatures.
First Gradeis designing activities to teach
kindergarteners about prehistoric warm seas,
dinosaurs, and mastodors. Secondand Third
Grades are preparing a star show to beshownin
the Strasenbuigh Planetarium. Fourth Gradeis
deeply into theresearch for the Genesee geology
bookthey plan to publish. Fifth Gradeis creating
thear local geology field guide and an informational
kiok for High Fdls.

Our Exhibition Nights will demongrate for
you how much students have learned and how
well they have worked collaboratively with thar
crew. Because Exhibition Nights are centra to our
assessment of student performance, al students
arerequired to attend. Prehistory Exhibition dates
are

Monday, November 17
Kindegarten, 1% Grade, 5" Grade

Tuesday, November 18
4" Grade

Wednesday, November 19:
2" and 3" Grades
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CompanyOsomingE and weOreaetting ready! o

WeQre begun planning for our demondration site seminar; wedl hog upto
50 educators from aroundthe county and share wha weQye learned aboutnurturing T ]
qudity teacher and student work in an Expeditionary Learning school. Our guests %
will beherefor two days at theend of Januay.

In preparation, we have designed the agendato indudeclassroom observations teacher-led
workshops groupdiscussions and demonsgrationsof our expedition planning. Wed also create a
gdlery of student work for visitorsto peruse.

We have 34 new student tour guides gearing up for theevent. This year, our seasoned 4" and
5™ Grade guides took responsbility for training our newer guides. Ten tour guidetrainers planned the
training sessionsand led ther trainees in learning the basics Bfirm handshakes, eye contact, organized
notes, and clear spesking. Our 2"-5™ Grade guides will serve as ambassadors to our guests during the

ste seminar. They will aso guidevisitors at many other points during theyear.

Parents will play an important rolein thesite seminar Bthe Family Assodationwill hog a
reception for our guests and will converse with guests aboutthe school from the parentsCperspective.
If youwould like more information, contact Teresa Sndl at 527-0070.

2" and 3" grades launch Q_unar
L unchesO

Scientists have aresponsbility to share
thar knowledgeand discoveries with others. In
tha spirit, the 2" and 3" Grades have ingtituted
regular Q.una LunchOperiods Children switch
classes during lunchtime and eat with new
friendsfrom other gradelevels. They convase
aboutwhat they have learned duringther
expeditions 2™ and 3 Graders had lively
convasationsaboutthe sun and moon,and 1%
graders impressed 2™ graders with their
knowledgeof fossils and prehistoric life. This
cross-age collaborationis one
way we cultivate community at
GCCS. Joinud Yourchild®
teachers can provide you with the
upooming Luna Lunad dates.

New Parent Orientation and
Curriculum Night

Unsure of GCCS policies? Wondering
what some of our traditions and events are?
Curious about our curriculum and assessment?
Parents new to GCCSthis year are invited to
attend an orientation so they may become
familiar with some of the finer points of life at
our school. The session will be held Tuesday,
October 21 from 5-6 p.m.

Curriculum Night will follow the New
Parent Orientation. Each classroom will host a
one-hour session designed to inform parents about
daily routines and instructional practices at that
gradelevel. K, 1, and 2 will meet from 6-7 p.m.
and 3, 4, and 5 will meet from 7-8 p.m. on
October 21. Babysitting will be provided by the
Family Association.

School policy regarding medications

Following the County Health Department( lead, GCCS has strict guiddines aboutthe
administration of medicationsat school. All prescribed and over-the-counter medicationsrequire a
dodor@ orders. Thepolicy extendsto saves, throat lozenges, eye drops and pan relievers. Parents
musg supply written dodor@ orders for children to receive or self-administer any of these items at
school. Our school fax number is 271-5904. Please have your dodor® office supply uswith prope
doaumentation before you send medicationsof any kind to school.
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Fundraising Committee (contnued from p. 1)
and L.L.Bean. A percentage of your sale will go to our school. Boxtopsearn usmoney.

* Saveyour Campbdls Souplabds. Log onto labdsforeducation.comto see thelist of produds
(PeppaidgeFarm goldfish, for example) that participate. Labds earn us classroom equipment
and supplies.

* Saveyour TopsFriendly Markets receipt. Every $20,000in purchases (that could beathree or
four familiesQannud grocery bills) gets us$40in cash.

Y ou can drop any of these off at school with Maureen Milke, or send them in a marked
envdopeby way of backpack mail.

Stay tuned for news aboutlogo merchandise you can order, and theresults of our Rock
Ventures climbing party!

Questionsor ideas? Contact Dianaand Jim Carter at 473-1187,0r Mary Lavin and Tom
Slothower at 4421277.

Parents Engage in Mini-Expedition

Our Octobea Family Assodation meetingwas alively learning
expeience for paents. Rather than thetraditiond busness meeting,
parents embarked on a mini learning expedition Bcomplete with fieldwork!

During the Septembea meeting, parents expressed a desire to become more familiar with our
Expeditionay Learning design prindples. Inrespong, co-chars Tracy Smith and Anne Spaulding
arranged an evening of teamwork and funfor the Octobe meeting. Parentsformed crews and set out
onafield study into GCCS classroonms and hdlways to look for evidence of thedesign prinaplesin
classrules, student work, daly routines, and displays. Parents shared thar findingswith thewhole
group and were interested to see tha the school aboundswith goodexamples.

This year@ Family Assodation meetingswill combineinformationd presentationsand
committee work with active learninginitiatives for parents and sodal events for families. Join ud
Family Assodation meetingsare a great way to get to know other GCCS families and participaein
thelife of theschool. Babystting is provided by the Family Assodation.

The November meeting date is yet to bedetermined. Our legidative issues committee, led by
AnnelLichtengein, istrying coordinate a date with Bill Phillips char of theNew Y ork Charter
Schools Assodation. Watch backpack mail for details.

Rock Ventures Helps Family Association Climb Toward
Fundraising Goal

We had arockinQgoodtime at Rock Ventures with over 125 attendees at our climbing
fundraiser. Parents and children scaled thewalls, sodalized, and enjoyed pizza and snacks. Itisclear
tha we have many expert climbersin our midg!

Many thanksto our Fundraising Charrs Dianaand Jim Carter, Mary Lavin, and
Tom Slothower and all the parents who volunteered to take tickets, sell snacks, and hold
ropes. Proceedsfromtheevent will bendfit the GCCS playground.
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Join Us For an Evening of

Fun and Community!
Family Pot-Luck Supper 'h

.b and Community Circle
(led by Ms. Haymond!)
ﬁ Wednesday, December 17

6:00 B7:30 p.m.
Eisenhart Auditorium

Watch for details
In backpack mall

Remember

2/ JCurriculum Night
Tuesday, October 21
6:00D7:00pm. K, 1,2
7:00 D8:00 p.m. 3,4, 5
Babystting providedby the Famly Assogation




