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A Series of Unremarkable
Events

When company comes, don®you
suddenly notice al your familiar clutter and
previoudy invisible cobwebs? Thefingeprints
parade across your walls and windows, andthe
tiny rip in thecoud cushion becomes a gaping
hole. 1tG& like tha at school too. When visitors
come to school, it gives usa chance to see our
familiar suroundngsband activities Bthrough
new eyes.

Last Friday afternoon,an acquantance
unexpectedly stoppel by to ddiver a message
Because she hadn®seen the school yet, shewas
given a quick walk-throughand an oppotunity
to glimpse each classroomin action. These
brief walks throughthe school are revealing
aboutwhat hgppensat GCCS on any given day.
1t like flipping throughchannds to see wha @
ont.v. Here® a series of sngpshots of what our
guest saw ontha Friday afternoon:

We started in 2™ Grade Theclass had
been back for aboutan hou from afishingtrip
to Powde Mills Park. Thefield study was
related to ther study of Seth Green and thefish
hachery busness. Theclasswascircled upon
thecarpet. Each child was holding his’her
joumd. Onechild was reading his entry aloud
into the classroommicrophonewhile the other
students paid rapt attention. QVha wordsdid
he use to hdp you make mental images of
catching a fish?asked theteacher.

In 3" Grade, oneof the students had
jud rungthechime when we walked in. Thirty
pars of eyes were fixed on him to listen to his
announement. Q just wanted to tell you that
wele having a problem with pendls, so we®e
not getting up to use thependl shapener any

Introducing Our Newest
Coalleagues

Welcome to our new faculty members!
After conduding more than 50 interviews, we
have selected two highly qudified peopleto fill
ourvacandes. Our selection processis quite
rigorous each findist participaesin several
interviews, writes a sample expedition plan,
conduds a demondration lesson, and spends
time observing at the school. We are ddighted
to have chosen these two teachersto join our
staff.

Dan Walpole will join Stacey Cicero in
teaching 4™ Gradenext year. 1tGa
homecoming for Dan Bhewas a student
teacher here this past winter. Histeaching
skills and warm, collegial demeanor made quite
apostive impression on our staff and we
invited him to apply for apostion (arare event;
we geneally hire experienced teachers). Dan
has a Master® Degree in Indusve Childhood
Education from Nazareth College anda
Bachd or@ Degree in Psychology from
Allegheny College

ShannonStoll will join Kate Danielsin
teaching 6" Grade next year. Shannonhas
taughtboth elementary school and preschool.
Shehas a Master@ Degree in Indusve
ChildhoodEducation from Nazareth College
and a Bachdor® Degree in Mathematics and
Elementary Education from Wells College

Shannonand Dan will bewell-prepared
by attending a variety of
professiond development
inditutes this summer (see

p.4), and will bewell-
suppated by our veteran
teachersthisfall.
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Family Association Directory

Board of Trustees Representatives
SaraBruzda (473-9736) Jemed Johnson (719-8610), Teres
Srell (527-0070)

Officers
Co-Chairs: Tracy Smith (544-0577), Anne Spauding (256-
1444)
Secetary: Alice Carli (527-9632)
Treasurer: Julie Schnepf (256-0722)

Family Association Committee Chairs

Family Sccial Activities

John Quitter (787-0332)

Babysitting & Transportation

Mary Haberberger ((473-0394), Mary Card Taylor (458-
9809)
Fund-Raising

Jim & Diana Carter (473-1187)
Legidlative I ssues
Anne Lichterstein (244-7373)

ClassroomParent Volunteer Coordinators
Kindergart en

Panela Black-Colton (244-5097), Diana Carter (473-1187),
John Morgan (461-4471), Susan Proe (224-0536), Marisa
Stike (254-0403), Yvonne Villareak (473-9318)

First Grade

Laura Brewer (241-3034), Blanche Fox (288-9313),
Jemifer Sarfilippo, Nancy Weinstein (865-7714), Eileen
Wrona (288-3273)

Secod Grade

Gina Dodd (426-3356), Annette Ramas (244-1378), Marisa
Stike (254-0403), Yvonne Villareak (473-9318)

Third Grade

Joame DeMarle (328-5982), Jeame Eckl (377-8957), Betsy
Serajplio-Frark & John Frark (654-5958), Bill Howard
(264-0253)

Fourth Grade

Faye Herri (244-1831), Suwe Lederer (473-3929), Anne
Lichtenstein (244-7373), Susan Proe (224-0536), Anne
Spauding (256-1444)

Fifth Grade

Alicia Ainsworth (262-5482), Cheryl Marshall (671-2961),
Dehbie Orterei (533-2428), Jim Shook (461-1438), Teddi
Urriola (671-2961)

Sixth Grade

Pau Jonasse (461-1137), Mary Lavin (442-1277), Karen
Schmeider (288-4726), Mary Terzian (328-3744)

Upcoming Dat es P2
To Remember &\

June21: Passage Receptionfor 6™
Graders 6:00 p.m. Eisenhat
Auditorium (Tickets Required)

June22: Last Day of School
Passage Ceremony 11:00 am.

(Tickets Required)
June23-24: Professond Development Days
Aug.8-30: Professiond Development Days

Aug.25: Family Open Hous & Service
Fair

Aug.31: First Day of Schoolfor 1% 6™
Grades; 1:00 p.m. Dismissal

Sept. 1: 1:00 Dismissal

Sept. 2: 1:00 Dismissal

Aug.31DP Kindegaten Screening/

Sept. 2: Orientation (by appointment)

Sept. 5: Labor Day, Schoolis Closd

Sept. 6: Half day sessionsfor K

Sept. 7: First full day for K (1:00
Dismissal)

Sept. 8: 3:00 Dismissal (Whole School)

Family Association Seeks New
Leaders

Our wondeful Family Assodation
needs parents to step up to assume leadership
rolesfor 20052006. Please consder serving
as a Family Assodation officer, leading or
co-leading a committee, coordinging
classroom parent volunteers, or runningfor a
seat onthe GCCS Board of Trugees. The
Family Assodationwill select officers,
committee chars, and Board membersin
Octobe. Interested parents can learn more
aboutthese important postionsat the Service
Fair, which will behdd during the Family
Open Hous on Augus 25.
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A Seriesof Unremarkable Events
(continued from p. 1)

more today. Jus keep usngthependl youhave.O
QVha if your pendil breaks?0 asked an inquiring
classmate. Orhen you putit in the ®roken pendlsO
bin and come here and get afresh pendl. Thereare
plenty of sharp pendilsin this cup.O The student
fielded a couple of other Qvhat ifOguestions but
then received onethat stumped him. QVhat if itGa
colored pendil?0 another child asked, My colored
pendl isworn down to thenub O The student
announer turned to theteacher. @ don®know.
Wha@® the protocol for tha?0

In thekindegarten class, the children were
seated at tables celebrating a classmate® birthday
with themog violently colored pink- and blue-
frosted cupcakes you®e ever seen (wha mus they
putin thefrogingto makeit tha color?) Each table
groupwas chating and laughing, and they were
eager to show usther sticky finge's and colored
tongues when we poppel in theroom

First gradewas dark and silent. Thechildren
were over at themuseum recording ther part of the
school CD. TheCD will contain student-composed
ingrumental mudc and songsthat relate to
classroomlearning expeditions

Fourth graders were all seated onthe carpet
looking at the easel, where theteacher was recording
studentsOideas during a discussion aboutcommunity
activism. (Bay more abouthow that person used her
voice to changetheway thingswere dongO
prompted the teacher.

The 6™ Graders were spread al aroundthe
room, working indvidudly andin small groups
Some were working on thar wireless laptops others
were gahered aroundateacher for feedback on their
writing. Severa students were condructing pogers
depicting block diagrams of energy trandersin
automobiles for thar upaming exhibition.

Half of 5" Grade was seated on thecarpet.
Theteache was explaining thecirculatory system
while students took notes in thar expedition
notebooks Theothe hdf of theclasswasin the

computer lab. These students were working on
thar Hyper Studio projects aboutthe
development and expanson of the Seneca Park
Z00. Several students waved usover to show
uswhat they had done They deftly navigated
to different parts of ther program, showing the
text, images, and graphics they had
incorporated. QMs. Ericson, | need an image of
Frederick Law Olmsted!Ocalled outoneyoung
programmer.

Noneof these sngpshotsis paticularly
striking (except perhgpsthefroging), but when
combined, they show a pretty typical dice of
theremarkable level of engagementin learning
of GCCS students. In fact, tha®@wha the
visitor commented on. Shemay have noticed
theragged edges of the bulletin boad paper and
the cluttered shdf topsin mog classroonms. But
it was the picture of aschool full of children
engrossed in their work on ahot JuneFriday
afternoontha made an impression. Each
lesson we observed was clearly connected to an
ongong endeavor tha children found
stimulating. There was meaning for adults and
students in each conversation and activity tha
we saw. Wha was hgppeningin those
classroonms was not only preparing children
with necessary skills, butwas also buildingin
children thedispostion to be active learners.

Thecommon languaye, congstent
approach, and shared expectationsat our school
immerse children in an environment tha values
creativity, achievement, and qudity. Atany
time, onany given day, astroll throughour
hdlways and classroonms
will provideplenty of
evidence tha unremark-
able eventsadd up to
create
atruly remarkable
school.
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Upcoming Family Association Events! Mark Your Calendars!

¥ August 25: Family Association Service Fair (During Family Open House) B Learn about
committees and other parent involvement opportunities at GCCS

¥ September 21 (tentative) B Welcome Reception for New Parents

¥ November 10 BOdds Bodkin Storyteller

¥ March 31 BGCCS Fundraiser Concert Featuring John McCutcheon

Lots more details to follow! Volunt eers needed!

Summer Learning, Summer Fun

In keeping with our desire to belifelonglearners, many of our staff members are taking the
opportunity to learn new teaching skills this summer. Melissa Fredericks will attend Investigations
math training offered by theU of R. Peter Hilling and Jean Hurst, with a grant from Expeditionary
Learning, will travel to Alaskato study salmon. Spero Michallidis, Dan Walpole, Kate Daniels,
ShannonStoll, and Sarah David will attend Responsve Classroomtraining in Laconia, New
Hampshire. Mary Kay Bellwood and Spero Michallidis are traveling to Portland, Oregonfor the
ELOB Assessment Inditute. Becki Masonwill attend the ELOB Early Literacy Inditute in Seattle,
which Debbie McCoy is hdping to facilitate. ShannonStoll and Dan Walpole will goto Bogon for
the ELOB New Teachers Inditute. These staff members will have plenty of time to share ther new

skillswhen the staff re-convenes for three weeks of professiond development prior to thestart of
school. Wedl beready and waiting, equipped with new strategies and knowledge when our
students cross thethreshold at theend of Augus.

A Word to the Wise
About Backpacks

Thisis ourannud appesl
for familiesto consder during
thar back-to-school shopping:
Please select regular, old fashioned, whedl-less
backpacks for your children  We have foundthat
wheeled backpacks pos several safety and
storage problems, and we are trying to eliminae
these backpacks from use at GCCS.

We would also appreciate if you would
select abackpack that is more modest in size.
Some backpacks resemble overnight luggaye
more than they do bookbagd A smaller
backpack is more than adequae for your child to
carry necessary itemsto and from school.

Back-t o-School Supply List

We would gresatly appreciateit if each
student could donde thefollowing itemsto
his’her classroom community next year:

I 2 boxes of Puffs or Kleenex

I 2 bottles of Softsogp (pump kind)

I 1 boxsandwich-sized Hefty onezip bags

I 1boxgdlonsized Hefty onezip bags

I 2largepackages graham crackers, animal
crackers, goldfish crackers, or pretzels

(teachers will request additiond snacks

throughouttheyear asthe need arises)

I 1dozen No. 2 pendls
I 1boxDixiecups
I 3gluesticksor battles of EiImer@ glue

All dondionsare voluntary. Thank you so much
for your generogty!



