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Welcome To Our New
Families!

It was panfully sad to say goodbyeto
our amog-seventh-graders at theconduson of
20052006. June3 6™ Grade Passage
Reception was both joyful and tearful, and was
chod full of fondand funny memories,
thoughtul reflections, toudhing sentiments, and
heartfelt gratitude What a beautiful way to
condudechildren@ years here at GCCS.

It was aso hard to say goodbyeto the
few families who are making the move out of
town. Whileit is so difficult to bid farewell,
the process opensup awhole world of
possibilities as we welcome a brand new
kindergarten class and a few new students at
other gradelevels.

Theupamming year isfull of promise,
and we are ddighted to continueto build our
school culture with an array of fresh faces.
Those who have left uscarry with them the
memories of afledgling school still working
outinitial kinks (wha@ thelittle bag of cubed
cheese onthelund cartsfor??). Mog of our
new students have no other pubiic school
experience and have no conception of how
GCCS differsfrom other programs. Although
they won®experience our growing pansor be
able to contrast the old with the new, we hope
they will cometo appreciate thecaring,
smulating and very special learning
community we nurture.

We try hard notto assume that new
parents already know aboutour school®
practices, policies, and philosophy. Classroom
newdetters, the Family Open House, Currents,
the Family Handbook and Curriculum Night
will providelots of ussful information. Our
webste mightalso give ingghtinto GCCS.

Previousissues of Currents are available to
download, which will give you a sense of the
issues we have faced and accomplishments we
have celebrated alongtheway.

Aswith entering any established group,
it may beintimidaing for new parentsto jump
rightinto Family Assodation activities. The
Family Assodation has many active members,
but please don®assume they are an exclusve
group! Youd find warm smiles and open arms
at every Family Assodation gathering. The
Outreach Committee will be contacting new
families to offer apersond welcome and
invitation to get involved.

Asyou make your way throughthefirst
few months please feel freeto ask questionsor
offer suggestionsfor making thetrangtionto a
new school easier for families. Aboveall,
please know tha you are welcome, and that we
are al glad you have chosen to make GCCS
such a big part of your child@ life.

Family {Issociation

You are cordially invited

Toa“Welcome Paregnts”
recgption

Sponsored by the

Tugsday, September 19
6:30 — 8:00 p.m.
€isgnhart Ballroom

Babysgtting is provided by the Family
Assodation (suggested donaion $2.00/child)
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Family Association Directory

Board of Trustees Representatives
John Berrunzio (256-0722), Jemed Johnson (719-8610),
Betsy Serapilio-Frark (654-5958)

Officers

Co-Chairs: Jim Carter (473-1187), Greg Cutt (339-9940),
Lorraine Schld (244-1161)

Secretary: Alice Carli (527-9632)

Treasurer: Julie Schnepf (256-0722)

Family Association Committee Chairs
Family Social Activities

John Quitter (787-0332)
Babysitting & Transportation
Mary Card Taylor (458-9809)
Fund-Raising

Allison McGrath (482-0052)
Legislative Issues

Anne Lichterstein (244-7373)
Outreach

Lorraine Schld (244-1161), Betsy Sergpilio-Frank (654-5958)

Classroom Parent Volunteer Coordinators

Kindergarten
VolunteersNeeded Your Name Here!

First Grade
VolunteersNeeded Y our Name Here!

Second Grade
VolunteersNeeded Y our Name Here!

Third Grade
VolunteersNeeded Y our Name Here!

Fourth Grade
VolunteersNeeded Y our Name Here!

Fifth Grade
VolunteersNeeced Your Name Here!

Sixth Grade
VolunteersNeeded Your Name Here!

Plea contactyour childOslasroom teactersif you are
interesedin serving asa classroom parert volunteer
coordinator.

Upcoming Dates
To Remember

Aug. 30: First Day of School Grades 1-6
1:00 Dismissal

Aug. 31: 1:00 Dismissal

Sept. 1 1:00 Dismissal

Sept. 4 Labor Day

School isClosed
Sept. 5: Half Day for Kindergarten
Sept. 6: Firgt Full Day for Kindergarten

Sept. 11: Board of Trustees Mesting
5:30 p.m. Cunningham House

Sept. 19: Welcome Reception for New
Parents 6:30-8 p.m.

Sept. 27: Chaperone Orientation

Sept. 28-29:  School Pictures

Oct. 6: Professona Development Day
No Schoal for Students

Oct. 9 ColumbusDay
School isClosed

Oct. 12: School Pictures Make-up Day
Oct. 16: Board of Trustees Meeting
5:30 p.m. Cunningham House
Oct. 17: Family Association Mesting
6:30-8 p.m. Eisenhart Ballroom
Oct. 24: ELOB Site Seminar
No Schoal for Students
Nov. 10: Professona Development Day
No Schoal for Students
Nov. 20-21: Professona Development Days
No Schoal for Students
Nov. 22-24: Thanksgiving Recess
School isClosed

Village to City

Exhibition Dates
Wed, Nov.15: K, I* 2™ Grades
Tues, Nov. 28: 3" 5" Grades
Wed. Nov. 29: 4™ 6™ Grades
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GCCS Family Come to Community Circle! _f
Handbooks Need aboog in themiddle of each ﬁ!

Copies of the GCCS Family
Handbookwere sent home earlier this
month. These handbooksexplain our
policies and procedures, which are
designdd to ensure the safety of our
students and the smooth opeaation of the
school. We greetly appreciate your
compliance with these policies.

Please note new sectionsin our
handbook. We have induded our new
ChaperonePolicy, which was developad
after congdering paentinputand
conailting with other schools. We have
also induded a sectionon
Communicating Concerns These
guiddines are intended to create open,
postive lines of communication that
build truging relationships between home
and school.

Worth reviewing are the sections
on Dress Code Holidays and Specid
Events, Toys and Recess. Helping your
child comply with these policies will
reduce log indructiond time.

As aways, please contact your
child@ teachers or the School L eader
with questionsor conaernsrelated to
school policies and practices.

week? Nothing will warm your heart and
lift your spirits as much as our weekly Community Circle.
Community Circle takes place each Wednesday from
12:20-12:50, usudly in theEisenhat Auditorium.
Parents and friendsare welcome! Community Circle
bringsour entire school togeher in song, movement, and
celebration.

Children enjoy sitting with ther parents during
Community Circle. However, to reduce disruptions,
wedl keep students seated with ther class onge
Community Circle begins

Because the content of Community Circle
dependsuponwhat classes are studying at any given
time, theagendais carefully planned jus afew days
ahead. So, youwill nat receive a schedule of Community
Circle topicsin advance butwe will notify parentsif ther
children will beperforming. Rest assured, regardless of
theagenda Community Circleisworth theeffort to
attend. Hopeto see you thee!

Oops!

Spills, muddyfieldwork, bloodynoses
and other accidents hgppen at all gradelevels,
and children sail rightthroughthem when they have a
fresh changeof clothing close a hand.
Please send in a shirt, pants, sodcks, and
undewear in azip top bag labded with
vour child@ name as soonas possible.

You@ Invited fo Learn More About Our Irstructiond Program
At Our Annual Curriculum Night

-l

< Thursday, October

0:30-7:00 pm B Kindergarten, Ist, Hth, 6th Grades
715-845 o B 2nd, 3rd, Sth Grades
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Village to City

During this time period, we explore
Rochester as it explodes from asmall villageto a
booming city. Thefertile land and the
development of millsalong the river alowed
wheat to be grown locally and transformed into
flour. By taming the land and theriver, the
settlers produced a surplus of flour. Students will
learn the role of the Erie Canal in carrying the
flour out of the area Bresulting in a population
and production boom that transformed Rochester
from asmall frontier town to Orhe Y oung Lion of
the West.O

The curriculum of our Sixth Gradeis
dightly different from the local history-based
curriculum of Kindergarten through Fifth Grade.
Sixth Graders will continue the work of last
year@ class by examining the Grasso-Zimmer
proposal to re-water the original Erie Canal bed in
downtown Rochester. See the following page for
adescription of their first expedition.

Kindergarten BDThe Apprentice

Throughoutthis expedition, students
will explore answersto thefollowing questions
QVhy do people live in communities?0 ONVhat
jobsdid people do when Rochester first
started?0 How did kidslearn to be grown-ups
then, and how do they now?0 Theclass will
begin by exploring its classroom community.
Students will learn to use materias, develop
classroomrules, and establish routines. They
will work with 4" Grade mentorsto become
familiar with the expectationsof our school,
and will take part in experiences to learn about
school life longago and compare it with school
life today.

Students will become apprentices to
mentors outside of school to learn aboutajob
that was performed longago andis still

performed today. Through
~ theapprentice program, each
child will develop adisplay
abouthis or he paticular
joband howit has changel
over time.

1% Grade DCat Wheds

First Graders will quickly
learn theimportance of community
during this expedition. They will
start the year by developing therules and Iaws for
ther own classroom, and will look at theroles and
responsbilities tha each person hasin ther
classroomcommunity. These big ideas will then
betranderred to thefarm, oneof Rochester@
earliest occupdaions Asthe expedition unfolds
students will learn tha as Rochester changed from
avillageto acity, people with specialized jobssuch
asdodors, lawyers, carpenters, millers, and many
otherscameto live here. Students will work with
mentors who have jobssimilar to those of longago.
Togeher, the speciaists will each do their own part
to build acart which will beused to trangoort
lundhes and clipboadswhen aclassis working
outsideor goingon afield study. Each 1% Grader
will also beresponsble for apagein theclass bodk
All AboutOur Cart.

2" GradeBThe Hour City

Subtitled Following the
Life Of aWhesat Berry asit Interacts
with Simple Machines,Othe 2™ grade expedltlon
will explore thebig ideatha a combination of
whest, mills, and the Erie Cand caused Rochester
to grow.

Second Graders will take on therole of
whegt beries asthey are planted, harvested, and
trangported to and within themill, groundinto
flour, and trangported to and on the Erie Cand.
Asthey movethroughthis Qife experienceOof a
whest berry, they will andyze thar interaction
with the smple machines they meet alongthe
way. Studentswill keep asciencejoumd
recording their observations daa collection, and
condugons Fieldwork will indudefarmwork, a
tour of theHigh Falls area, and time ona cand
boa.

Theclass@ find produdswill bean
artistic representation of thelife of the whesat
berry, displays of student learning, and a song
bookaboutthetime period.
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3'Y Grade DCand Connections

How did flour sacks, mogquitoes, and horseshoes alter the course of New Y ork
State history? Third graders will make sense of history oneartifact at atime during this expedition.
They will examine how seemingly unrelated artifacts tell the story of Rochester® (Flour CityOdays and
how the congruction of the cand propdled it to become America@ first boontown. Theartifacts will
hdp guide studentsOinvestigationsof the millingindusry, the condruction chalenges presented by
geography (and theclever engineering solutiong, and how communities thrived with the arrival of the
cand. Mirroringthecand study, students will becollecting artifacts that tell the story of thar learning
and how the connectionsthey madeaongtheway hdp them undestand howthey think and learn.

4" Grade 1853; A Snapshot in Time

our county@ history. Using this date as alens the class will explore thetopics of davery, the

UndegroundRailroad, women@ suffrage, and Rochester@ uniquerole in thefightfor freedom What

guidethe class@ investigaions readings field studies, and interactionswith local experts. Students

will also explore thelives of such noteworthy figures as Harriet Tubman, Frederick

wordsof ingpiration led countess people to freedom. ra

th ‘

5" Grade DWe The People???

courageoudy foughtoppressionin the 19 century. Our study of oppression will emphasize move-

ments for theabolition of davery and for women@rights. Local figures, induding Susan B. Anthony,
Steward, will providelensesinto thelives of those affected by oppression and will give
students with an oppotunity to examine strategies tha broughtaboutchange Theclass
learning will beshared with theentire world via awebste that will highlight significant
people and places in our community that were connected to fighting oppression.

In this expedition, students will research thereason for building cands as well asthedesign and
engineering chdlenges of cands. Studentswill kick off the expedition by traveling to Bethlehem, PA
cands have changead over time, and they will explore ways Rochester mightlearn from cand successes
all over theworld.

(making great use of Mrs. Hillman@ summer learning adventure!) and how such features might be used
in arevitalization project in Rochester.

Rochester community. The brochure will contain information aboutthe changesin cands

in Europe Also induded will beinformation abou fundamental physcs prindplesinvolved

Fourth Grade@3 first expedition of the year will examinea very painful andyet inpiringtimein
doesit mean to befree? Wha shapes a person@identity? These are some of the questionsthat will
Douglass, Susan B. Anthony,and many others whose courageousacts of service and
Fifth Graders will focusontherich hlﬁOfX of theRochester area, examining local figures who
Frederick Douglass, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Harriett Tubmen, Isaac and Amy Pog, and Augin

will embark onanumber of field studies in Rochester, Seneca Fallsand Aubum. Thar
6th Grade DL earning From the World: The Nuts and Bolts of Canals
to take pat in theWorld Cands Conference. Therethey will gathe information abouthow the uses of

The expedition will continuewith an investigaion of the special features of candsin Europe

For itsfind produd, theclasswill create an eductiond brochure to distribute to the
in building and maintaining cands.
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New Stridesin P.E.

Our 6™ Gradeclassistaking adightly
different approach to Physcal Expedition this year
Bonetha is sure to chdlengeand stretch them.
Students will work on ayearlong expedition tha
will culminae in a student-organized 5K race.
GCCS students will work with city officialsto plan
and hog therace, and all GCCS students will be
prepared to complete therun. The proceedsfrom
therace will hdp with the efforts of there-watering
of theErie Cand.

Throughouttheyear students will be
training for the 5K by building strength, endurance,
and overall awareness of health. Examples such as
strength training, yoga endurance training, as well
as studying healthy diets will aid in the preparation
for therace. Students will incorporate ther training
while sports are beng played during P.E.

For cross-training, students will aso build
body control, flexibility, and agility by studying
classical bdlet. While connesting with ther
expeiencesin musc, students
will study onehistoric dance
performance throughwhich they
will learn multiple aspects of
bdlet.

Chaperone Orientation Sept. 27

ParentsQdesire for a chgperoneorientation and
training session was oneof themog congstent
messages we received when we requested parent input
onour chgperonepdicy. A committee of GCCS
teachersis drawing uponour years of field study
expeience to develop an orientation session for all
parents wishing to chgperoneday and overnight
fieldwork thisyear. Thesessonwill behdd

Wednesday, September 27

6:30 — 8:30 p.m.

Please note tha this sessionis mandé&ory for all
parents wishing to chgperoneovernightfieldwork,
and preferred for parents =
wishing to chaperoneday
fieldwork. Please contact your
child@ classroomteachersiif
you have questions

Defining Our Terms

GCCS sure has alot of lingo!
For new families (and old),
here are some of our commonly
used terms:

Expeditionary Learning (also called EL,
Expeaditionay Learning Outward Bound,and
ELOB): A proven modd for teaching andlearning
tha emphasizes learning by doing, character
growth, teamwork, and chdlenge GCCS paysa
fee to this naiond organizationfor its services,
which take theform of professiond development,
naiond networking, and other assistance.

School Designer: Our gift from Expeditionary
Learning! Steven Levy, amaster teacher, works
with GCCS more than 20 days per year to hdp us
implement Expeditionay Learning.

Expedition: A longterm (12 weeks) in-depth
investigaion on atheme or topic that engages
students throughauthentic research, projects, field
studies, and service. GCCS conduds three
expeditionsper year.

Field Study: Anexcursiontoamuseum, pak,
historic home, or other site for purposes of
observation and research.

Exhibition: The culminaing demongration of
student projects at the end of each expedition.
Design Principles: Ten valuestha guide our
student and teacher work.

Crew: TheExpeditionay Learningterm for
Qyroup O We are crew, not passenga's. Each
student is expected to contribute to thegroup®
efforts rather than letting others do thework for
him/her.

Time Periods: Segments of history aroundwhich
our curriculum is organized, for example O/illage
To CityOand CCity Grows.O

Notices & Wonders: Our way of hdping children
learn to give each other compliments and
condrudtive criticism.

Orff Schulwerk: An approach to teachingmusc
tha actively engages children in themusc making
process throughmovement, rhythmic language,
ingruments, and song.

Progress Report: Our term for Qeport card.O We
use anarative format and don®assign letter grades.



