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Our Comprehensive Approach to Bullying

Several issues of Currents have devoted
attention to the problems of bullying among
GCCS students. Bullying may take many forms,
butall are equally destructive to sodal relations
and self esteem. While our students do not
exhibit more physcally aggressive types of
bullying, we do see cases of relationd aggression.

All forms of bullyinginvolve aggressive
behavior, generally targeted toward specific
individuds, tha exploits one3 power over others
either directly or indrectly with an intent to harm.
Relationd aggressionis seen when children
spread rumors, purpoly and repeatedly exclude
othersfromagroup tease or call names, make
looksor soundsof contempt, or othewise use
friendship and popukrity as a weaponto control
others. Encouraging othersto direct these
behaviors toward another child isalso aform of
relationd aggression.

The GCCS staff has devoted significant
professiond development time and resourcesto
better undestanding relationd aggression. We
have also designed a comprehendve approach to
doaument and reduce inadents of relationd
aggression and intervenewhen such behaviors
occur.

Staff and Parent Roles g
Schoqlstaff wi I_I actively =
address bullying behaviors when
they occur during school hours or on overnight
fieldwork when these behaviors are observed by a
staff member or reported by a student or parent.
School staff will notintervene when behaviors
occur during sodal events such as play daes or
birthday parties, or during phonecallsor viae-
mail and text-messaging. Parents are encouraged
to report bullyinginddents tha they hear aboutor
observe hagppening at school. We also encourage
parents to monitor phoneconveasationsand sodal
events to reduae oppotunities for children to
engagein relationd aggression. School staff
members do not monitor school trangportation,
butwill assist with ingances of busbullyingif the
problem continues after the parent has contacted
thetrangortation office and spoken to the bus
driver.

Reducing Opportunitiesfor Relational
Aggression
School staff will continueto create an
environment that minimizes oppotunities for
- continued onp. 3

| ntent to Return Due March 12

Thedeadlinefor INTENT TO RETURN formsis Wednesday,March 12 by 3:00
p.m. All currentstudentsvho planto attendGCCSnextyearmustreturnaform to schoolin
orderto hold their spaces.Formsweresenthomein themail in mid-February. If you donOt
haveaform, pleasecall MaureenMilke at271-4552ext. 460.

We havemanyanxiousfamilies of childrenatall gradelevelson our waiting list.
Unreservedpacewill be offeredto newfamilies. Pleasenotethatin orderto befair to all
our familiesandapplicantswe strictly observedeadlines.

DonOtoseyour childOspace! Be sureto sendyour INTENT TO

(= M RETURN form backto schoolbeforethedeadine.

DY




GCCS Currents 2

February 2008

Family Association Directory

Board of Trustees Representatives
John Bernunzio (256-0722), Diana Carter (473-
1187), Wendy Quarles (647-1667)

Officers

Co-Chairs: Jamine Wilson (256-1566), Bill Gargan (461-0855)
Secretary: Jane Cherin (473-3481)

Treasurer: Andre Spenard (820-6639)

Family Association Committee Chairs

Family Social Activities

John Quitter (787-0332)

Fund-Raising

Anne Punzi (242-8902)

Legislative | ssues

Nevada Schickling (329-5751), Mark Watts (242-8902)
Outreach

Lorraine Schild (244-1161), Betsy Serapilio-Frank (654-5958)
Program

Diana Carter (473-1187), Hugh Brantley (328-3288)
Classroom Parent Volunteer Coordinators

Karen Braden (473-5303), Nikki Hogan (621-8731), Yvonne
Villareale (473-9318)

ClassroomParent VVolunteer
Coordinators DLead Parents

Kindergarten

Kate Kressman-K ehoe (442-6942)
First Grade

Wendy Walsh (244-4996)
Second Grade

Denise Anderson (244-8202)
Third Grade

Betsy Serapilio-Frank (654-5958)
Fourth Grade

Eileen Wrona (288-3273)

Fifth Grade

Yvonne Villareale (473-9318)
Sixth Grade

Jeanne Eckl (377-8957)

Upcoming Dat es 4\
To Remember

Feb. 26:
Mar. 2:

Mar. 3-7:
Mar. 10:

Mar. 10-14:
Mar. 20-21:

Mar. 27:
Apr. 14-18:
Apr. 21:

Apr. 22:
Apr. 25:

May 12:

Family Association Mesting
6:30 p.m. 6" Grade Classroom
Family Taent Show

2:00 p.m. Eisenhart Auditorium
NY S Math Exam Grades 3-5
Board of Trustees Mesting
5:30 p.m. Cunningham House
NY S Math Exam Grade 6
Professona Development Days
No Schoal for Students
Parent-Teacher Conferences
11:30 am. Dismissal

Spring Recess

School isClosed

Board of Trustees Mesting
5:30 p.m. Cunningham House
Family Assodation Meeting
JohnMcCutcheon Conaert
7:30 p.m. Eisenhat Auditorium
Board of Trustees Mesting
5:30 p.m. Cunninaham House

Thur sday, Mar ch 13 DK, 4'"
Monday, Mar ch 17 BT, 5'"
Tuesdav. Mar ch 18 2. 39 g'"

Don't Miss an Unforgettable Evening of Entertainment
with world-renowned Singer, Songwriter, Storyteller

John McCutcheon
Friday, April 25, 2008, 7:30 p.m, Eisenhart Auvditorium

Tickets 918 in advance, $20 at the door

Sppat Ou RFnily Assodaior® Horts to Rypvete the Berfat Baenert Kiden
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bullying and maximizes oppotunities for shared
responsbility. We will organize the physcal environ-
ment in each classroomto reduae the chances for students
to congregae in exclusve clugers, and we will be
thoughtul aboutseating arrangements on the carpet and
at crew tables. Trangtionsbetween activitieswill be
carefully structured and monitored. We will closely
supavise choice time, lundh, and recess to beon the
lookoutfor ingances of relationd aggression. We will
continueto use sodal conferences, class meetings and
redirection to teach children appropriate and friendy
behaviors. Classroomdisciplinewill modd respect,
preserve children® dignity, involve logical consequences,
and maintain studentsOprivacy.

Interventions

We have developel arangeof
interventionstha we bdieve will hdp us
to deal with relationd aggressionin an
age-appropriate, congstent, andfair manne.

For kindegarten through third grade children, we
will begin by doaumenting all ingances of GneanO
behavior. We will use teachable moments to reinforce
postive soda skills and point out mean behavior so that
children develop an undestanding of wha unfriendly
behaviors look and soundlike. When indvidud children
persist in exhibiting mean behaviors we will hold sodal
conferences with a teacher and suppot studentsin
performing apologies of action. Class meetingswill be
hdd to discuss specific behaviors tha are becoming
paterns We will hdp children role-play postive sodd
behaviors and appropriate responses to mean behavior.
We will notify parents of mean behavior so that they may
reinforce expectationsand postive soda skills. If
individud behaviors persist, we will hold a meeting with
the School Leader, teachers, parents, and the student. For
ongong problems, we may recommend or refer students
for counseling. Additiond measures may berequired in
extreme circumstances.

Interventionsfor children in third throughsixth
gradewill involve al of theabovesteps butwe will
begin to enact more severe conequences for persistent or
extreme cases. By themiddle of third grade, children are
genealy morein control of thar behaviors and are aware
of theimpact ther actionshave on the safety and feelings

- continued onp. 4

Introducing Study Island

GCCS has jud purchased anew
on-line program to hdp children practice
basic academic skills. This program will
be used in secondthroughsixth grade as
pat of children® computer lab ingruc-
tion. In addition, children can access the
program from any computer.

Theprogram@ content is aligned
with the New Y ork State Learning
Standadsat each gradelevel. Itis
especially designed to prepare students
for theNY S exams. We choo% notto
spend agreat deal of classroomtime
drilling children in test-taking skills, but
some children can benefit from additiond
practice with multiple-choice items.

Sudyldandprovides practicein
reading, writing, and math. Scienceis
induded in thefourth grade program and
Sodal Studiesisindudel in thefifth
grade program. Children can choo% to
tackleitemsin atest or agame format.

Children have been assignal
uniqueuser names and passwords They
are learning howto use the program at
school, and teachers will send home the
information you need to get children
started at home. Sudyldandhasavery
user-friendly onlinelive hdp program if
you have questions

Regardless of where a child uses
the program, theteachers will receive a
report of the child@ progress and scores,
Children may begiven specific assign-
ments at school, butthey arefreeto use
the program at their own pace at home.

Take alookat the program at
www.studyisland.com, and let usknow
what you think. We®e hopéul tha the
addition of Study Idand will hg=
students continueto dowell [ O
on state exams while
minimizing ingructiond
time that mug bedevoted
to rote drill and practice. S
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of others. For children in mid-third throughsixth
grades, when a bullying patern has been established
throughdoaumentation of three inddents, and
interventionshave failed to modify behavior, student
and parents will beissued awritten warning. Upona
fourth documented inddent, the student will be
suspendal from school for oneday. Uponthefifth
doaumented inddent, student will be suspended for two
days. Uponthesixth doaumented inadent, student will
be sugpended for three days and will bereferred to the
GCCS Boad of Trugeesfor adisciplinary hearing. The
results of the hearing may indudeconsequences up to
and induding expulsion.

Documentation

We undestand that relationd aggression and
other forms of bullying usudly occur when teachers are
not present. Itisvery difficult to observe thesubte
behaviors of relationd aggression. However, to make
our decisonsand consequences fair, we will need to
have clear and congstent doaumentation of behaviors to
demongdrate a patern of bullying.

Each classroomwill have an inddent reporting
form tha can beused by teachers, parents or
anonynoudy by students. Theinformationtha we
gaher will hdp teachersto investigate reports of
relationd aggression and doaument behaviors exhibited
by individud students. Thedoaumentationwill be used
to deerminethelevel of intervention and the severity of
conequences tha will beimplemented.

Curriculum Supplement

In additionto addressing our design prinaples
onan ongoing basis, we have adopied a supplementary
curriculum to spexifically raise children® awareness of
relationd aggression and to hdp them develop postive
sodal skills. This program has been developed by The
Ophdia Project (www.ophdiaproject.org). The
curriculum will be used with grades 2-6.

parents to reduce theinddence of

relationd aggression. A peaceful, safe,

and friendly learning environment is critical for all
children. Please keep uspoged abouthow our new
policies and procedures are working for your child.

We look forward to working with

Don ® Miss
This Year®

Performance
Extrava ganzal!

The Family

Talent Show

Sunday, March 2, 2:00 p.m.
Eisenhart Auditorium

Please bring a cannad good
to donaeto aloca foodbank

Saturday Parent
Work Day

Saturday, April 5
9:00 am D1:00 p.m

Come hel p your childGs
cl assroom shi ne!

Next Up: IndiangExplorers
Settlers Expedition

Our third expedi-
tion of theyear will begin =
in mid-March. Thecontent gl
focuses onthetime period
between 1450and 1825,when European
explorers and settlers were beginning to
make thar way to the Genesee Valley.

Y ounge studentsQexpeditionsfocuson
thelives of thoe who chos to make the
wilderness of Western New Y ork thar
home and thar relationshipswith the
resources and the people they found
when they arrived. Older students will
investigate artifacts, doauments, and
people from the Revolutionay War
period. Sixth graderswill culminate
ther year with community awareness
project aboutthedecline of the bee
popuktion.

==
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Kindergarten BSis for Settler

This expedition will start with a brief
investigation aboutwhat hgppened to the
Seneca people when the Europeans came to
the Genesee Valley. Studentswill learn
abouthowtrade land, and different bdiefs
affected both the Seneca people and the
European explorers and traders. Students
will then moveforward in time to when the
first settlers came to Rochester. They will
examine different reasonstha people moved
here, and they will discover what settlers had
to doin order to survive dunngther joumey
and as they carved new homes out of the
wilderness. Toward theend of the
expedition, students will work

14 GradeDBNext Stop: Rochester

During this expedition, first graders
will explore why people moved to
and settled in Rochester duringthe
early 1800§) and what settlers used to meet their
needs Thestudents will take ontherole of afamily
member from a settler family. Throughaut the
expedition, students will prepare to live aday inthe
life of a settler by determining needsfor thetrip,
training for alongwalk, and preparing thefoodand
goodsneeded for survival. Each child will addto a
settler scrapbooktha indudes anecdotal evidence
aboutthar lifein New England, their decisonto
moveto the Genesee Valley, thelongtrip, and the
chdlenges of settlingin anew land. Scrapbooks
will aso indudehistorical fiction letters written to

tAAAAA
1 : on a Settler Alphébet chart friendswho were left behindin New England. A
> y and bookwhich will begiven culminaing field study will bean overnight
1 : as agift to next year@ simulation of thejoumey to the Genesee Valley and
Cevvvwwd Kindagarten. the process of settling in anew place.
2" Grade DRecipefor Rochester 3 Grade B Settle Down

This expedition will focuson the seven
settlements of early Rochester. Students will
visit local landmerks to hdp them visudize
what daly lifewas like for thesettlers. A
local historian will guidetheclass onabus
tour throughthelocation of thefirst seven
settlements. Throughlearning experiences,
field studies, and research, students will
become experts on wha OngredientsOcame
togeher to make Rochester avillageonthe
verge of blossoming into acity.

Oneingredient students will
investigate was Rochester@ early flour milling
indugry. Theclasswill puldish arecipebook
filled with a variety of family recipesfor
homemadebread. The cookbookwill indude
student essays on theingredients that went
into theformation of Rochester.

A culminating activity will bean
overnight camping trip at

Webster Park, duringwhich (=53 @

students will smulate the S 2
daly life of early Genesee & /\/
Valley settlers.

Wha was it aboutthe Genesee
River tha drew people to settle here?
Wha chdlenges did they face journeying
to and settling in this area? Wha were thefirst
settlements like? Third graders will beexploring
whd theriver and the surroundng land were like at
thearrival of thefirst settlers. They will learn about
thefirst seven settlements alongthe Genesee,
induding wha made each oneunique Each crew
will concentrate on onesettlement, visitingthe area
where it was located, usng historic and present day
maps and workingwith alocal historian and historic
texts to piece togeher the history of that settlement.
Each child will creste and take ontherole of a
community member uniqueto ther settlement. They
will use primary source doauments, induding a city
directory, letters, and joumd entries, to create a
profile that accurately depicts what ther GharacterG0O
life could have been like.

To smulate thelife and econony of the
settlements, the class will participae in athree-day
camping trip. Each crew will beresponsblefor a
different skill needed in ther settlement, and will
contribute to the community by performing tha skill.
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4™ and 5" Grades DA Tale of
Two Cities: Voices of the
American Revolution

During this election year, millions
of American citizenswill exercise ther
conditutiond rightto select themen and
women who goven our county. But it
hasn't always been this way.

During the course of our spring
expedition, we will examinethe events
tha ushered forth a new naion and gave
the colonists hopeto follow a new path.
Thefourth andfifth grades will kick off
the expedition by sending hdf of each
class to Bogon, Massachustts, and
Philaddphia, Penng/lvania, to learn how
citizensin these two great colonial
communities hdped to advance the
causes of American indgpendence
throughthar wordsand actions

Classes will re-visit the
exploration of North America, the
foundng of the colonies, and hear the
arguments for continued colonial ties
fromtheLoydist paspective. Whilein
Bogon and Philadd phia, students will
visit dozensof historical sites, speak with
guest experts and learn from historical re-
enactors how history is broughtto life B
and kept dive Bin these cities. Fourth
andfifth graderswill collaborate during
fieldwork, expedition bookclubsas well
asin thecreation of a performance-based
exhibition tha will highlight the places,
events, arts, and architecture of 18th
century America

Specia attention will bepadto
theided s represented in the U.S.
Conditution and how we, as 21<-century
citizensof the United
States, can best honorthe
sacrifices of those who
gave so much for the
freedoms we enjoy today.

6" Grade DBeeware

Sixth grade® spring expedition will synthesize
al of the class@ bee research to dae and bring this
knowledgeto bear onthe human element of the bee
indudry. It is now commonknowledgethat
honeybees worldwide are threatened by Colony
Collapse Disorder. Thistroubling development has
incredible ecological and econormic ramifications
both here and abroad. Nationdly, pollinaors are
responsble for 15billionddlars of annud
agricultura commerce,

Thesixth gradeclassisforging arelationsip
with the Seneca Park Zoo to hdp establish ther
observation hive as part of its community outreach.
Students will also interview and profile the people
who are mog clossly connested to the hone/bee.
Peoplein careers such as farming, beskeeping,
entomology, manufacturing, homeopéahic medicine,
andtheretail indudry areideal candidates for profiles
in the human/bee relationdhip.

Theclass hopesitsfind produd will take the
shgpe of museum qudity placardswith phobgraphic
portraits of local people in thebeeindugry.
Alongsdethese portraits will bedetailed profiles of
theperson, his or her job, and how intimately tied his
or her work isto thewell-being of the
bee and human popuktion. In

RYN- - addition, theclass will work with Ms.
=115\ Morell to design ourannud 5K runto
! take place in late springwith afocus
onthebee.

Help Wanted

John McCut cheon Concert
Comm ttee Menbers and

Vol unt eer s ﬁ

1°' Meeting Monday March 3
6:30 p.m River Room

Can& mmke it but want to
hel p? Call 442-1277.




