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 Several issues of Currents have devoted 
attention to the problems of bullying among 
GCCS students.  Bullying may take many forms, 
but all are equally destructive to social relations 
and self esteem.  While our students do not 
exhibit more physically aggressive types of 
bullying, we do see cases of relational aggression.    
 All forms of bullying involve aggressive 
behavior, generally targeted toward specific 
individuals, that exploits oneÕs power over others 
either directly or indirectly with an intent to harm.  
Relational aggression is seen when children 
spread rumors, purposely and repeatedly exclude 
others from a group, tease or call names, make 
looks or sounds of contempt, or otherwise use 
friendship and popularity as a weapon to control 
others.  Encouraging others to direct these 
behaviors toward another child is also a form of 
relational aggression. 
 The GCCS staff has devoted significant 
professional development time and resources to 
better understanding relational aggression.  We 
have also designed a comprehensive approach to 
document and reduce incidents of relational 
aggression and intervene when such behaviors 
occur. 
 

Intent to Return Due March 12 
 

 The deadline for INTENT TO RETURN forms is Wednesday, March 12 by 3:00 
p.m.  All current students who plan to attend GCCS next year must return a form to school in 
order to hold their spaces.  Forms were sent home in the mail in mid-February.  If you donÕt 
have a form, please call Maureen Milke at 271-4552 ext. 460.   

We have many anxious families of children at all grade levels on our waiting list.  
Unreserved spaces will be offered to new families.  Please note that in order to be fair to all  

our families and applicants, we strictly observe deadlines. 
DonÕt lose your childÕs space!  Be sure to send your INTENT TO 

RETURN form back to school before the deadline. 
 

 

 
 

Staff and Parent Roles 
 School staff will actively  
address bullying behaviors when  
they occur during school hours or on overnight 
fieldwork when these behaviors are observed by a 
staff member or reported by a student or parent.  
School staff will not intervene when behaviors 
occur during social events such as play dates or 
birthday parties, or during phone calls or via e-
mail and text-messaging.  Parents are encouraged 
to report bullying incidents that they hear about or 
observe happening at school.  We also encourage 
parents to monitor phone conversations and social 
events to reduce opportunities for children to 
engage in relational aggression.  School staff 
members do not monitor school transportation, 
but will assist with instances of bus bullying if the 
problem continues after the parent has contacted 
the transportation office and spoken to the bus 
driver. 
 
Reducing Opportunities for Relational 
Aggression 
 School staff will continue to create an 
environment that minimizes opportunities for 

- continued on p. 3 

Our Comprehensive Approach to Bullying 
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Upcoming Dat es 
To  Remember  
 

Feb. 26: Family Association Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. 6th Grade Classroom 
Mar. 2: Family Talent Show 
 2:00 p.m. Eisenhart Auditorium 
Mar. 3-7: NYS Math Exam Grades 3-5 
Mar. 10: Board of Trustees Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Cunningham House 
Mar. 10-14: NYS Math Exam Grade 6 
Mar. 20-21: Professional Development Days 
 No School for Students 
Mar. 27: Parent-Teacher Conferences 
 11:30 a.m. Dismissal 
Apr. 14-18: Spring Recess 
 School is Closed 
Apr. 21: Board of Trustees Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Cunningham House 
Apr.  22: Family Association Meeting 
Apr. 25: John McCutcheon Concert 
 7:30 p.m. Eisenhart Auditorium 
May 12: Board of Trustees Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. Cunningham House 
 

Family Association Directory  
 

Board of Trustees Representatives 
John Bernunzio (256-0722), Diana Carter (473-
1187), Wendy Quarles (647-1667)  
 

Officers 
Co-Chairs: Jamine Wilson (256-1566), Bill Gargan (461-0855) 
Secretary: Jane Cherin (473-3481) 
Treasurer :  Andre Spenard (820-6639) 
 

Family Association Committee Chairs 
Family Social Activities 
John Quitter (787-0332) 
Fund-Raising 
Anne Punzi (242-8902) 
Legislat ive Issues  
Nevada Schickling (329-5751), Mark Watts (242-8902) 
Outreach 
Lorraine Schild (244-1161), Betsy Serapilio-Frank (654-5958) 
Program 
Diana Carter (473-1187), Hugh Brantley (328-3288) 
Classroom Parent Volunteer  Coordinators 
Karen Braden (473-5303), Nikki Hogan (621-8731), Yvonne 
Villareale (473-9318) 
 

Classroom Parent Volunteer 
Coordinators Ð Lead Parents 

K indergarten 
Kate Kressman-Kehoe (442-6942) 
First Grade 
Wendy Walsh (244-4996) 
Second Grade 
Denise Anderson (244-8202) 
Third Grade 
Betsy Serapilio-Frank (654-5958) 
Fourth Grade 
Eileen Wrona (288-3273) 
Fifth Grade 
Yvonne Villareale (473-9318) 
Sixth Grade 
Jeanne Eckl (377-8957) 
 
 

 EARLY PEOPLE/ 
WOODLAND PEOPLES 
 EXHIBITION DATES 

 

Thur sday, Mar ch 13 Ð K, 4t h  
Monday, Mar ch 17 Ð 1st , 5t h 

Tuesday, Mar ch 18 Ð 2nd, 3r d, 6t h 
 

 

Don’t Miss an Unforgettable Evening of Entertainment 
with world-renowned Singer, Songwriter, Storyteller 

 

Jo h n  M cCu t ch eo n  
Friday, April 25, 2008, 7:30 p.m., Eisenhart Auditorium 

Tickets $18 in advance, $20 at the door 
 

Support Our Family AssociationÕs Efforts to Renovate the Eisenhart Basement Kitchen 
Tickets available at RMSC reception desk 
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Introducing Study Island 
 
 GCCS has just purchased a new 
on-line program to help children practice 
basic academic skills.  This program will 
be used in second through sixth grade as 
part of childrenÕs computer lab instruc-
tion.  In addition, children can access the 
program from any computer.  
 The programÕs content is aligned 
with the New York State Learning 
Standards at each grade level.  It is 
especially designed to prepare students 
for the NYS exams.  We choose not to 
spend a great deal of classroom time 
drilling children in test-taking skills, but 
some children can benefit from additional 
practice with multiple-choice items.   
 Study Island provides practice in 
reading, writing, and math.  Science is 
included in the fourth grade program and 
Social Studies is included in the fifth 
grade program.  Children can choose to 
tackle items in a test or a game format.  
 Children have been assigned 
unique user names and passwords.  They 
are learning how to use the program at 
school, and teachers will send home the 
information you need to get children 
started at home.  Study Island has a very 
user-friendly online live help program if 
you have questions. 
 Regardless of where a child uses 
the program, the teachers will receive a 
report of the childÕs progress and scores.  
Children may be given specific assign-
ments at school, but they are free to use 
the program at their own pace at home. 
 Take a look at the program at 
www.studyisland.com, and let us know 
what you think.  WeÕre hopeful that the 
addition of Study Island will help our 
students continue to do well  
on state exams while  
minimizing instructional  
time that must be devoted  
to rote drill and practice. 
  

  
 

Bullying (continued from p. 2) 
 

bullying and maximizes opportunities for shared 
responsibility.  We will organize the physical environ-
ment in each classroom to reduce the chances for students 
to congregate in exclusive clusters, and we will be 
thoughtful about seating arrangements on the carpet and 
at crew tables.  Transitions between activities will be 
carefully structured and monitored.  We will closely 
supervise choice time, lunch, and recess to be on the 
lookout for instances of relational aggression. We will 
continue to use social conferences, class meetings, and 
redirection to teach children appropriate and friendly 
behaviors.  Classroom discipline will model respect, 
preserve childrenÕs dignity, involve logical consequences, 
and maintain studentsÕ privacy. 
 
Interventions  
 We have developed a range of  
interventions that we believe will help us  
to deal with relational aggression in an  
age-appropriate, consistent, and fair manner.  
 For kindergarten through third grade children, we 
will begin by documenting all instances of ÒmeanÓ 
behavior.  We will use teachable moments to reinforce 
positive social skills and point out mean behavior so that 
children develop an understanding of what unfriendly 
behaviors look and sound like. When individual children 
persist in exhibiting mean behaviors we will hold social 
conferences with a teacher and support students in 
performing apologies of action.  Class meetings will be 
held to discuss specific behaviors that are becoming 
patterns.  We will help children role-play positive social 
behaviors and appropriate responses to mean behavior.  
We will notify parents of mean behavior so that they may 
reinforce expectations and positive social skills.  If 
individual behaviors persist, we will hold a meeting with 
the School Leader, teachers, parents, and the student.  For 
ongoing problems, we may recommend or refer students 
for counseling.  Additional measures may be required in 
extreme circumstances.    
 Interventions for children in third through sixth 
grade will involve all of the above steps, but we will 
begin to enact more severe consequences for persistent or 
extreme cases.  By the middle of third grade, children are 
generally more in control of their behaviors and are aware 
of the impact their actions have on the safety and feelings  

- continued on p. 4 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Don Õt  M i ss  
     Th i s Y ea r Õs 
 

P er f or m a n ce 
Ex t r a va ga n z a !  

 

Th e Fa m i l y  
Ta l en t  Sh ow  

 

Su n day , M ar ch  2, 2:00 p .m. 
E i sen h ar t  Au d i t or i u m  

 

Please bring a canned good  
to donate to a local food bank 
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Bullying (continued from p. 3) 
 

of others.  For children in mid-third through sixth 
grades, when a bullying pattern has been established 
through documentation of three incidents, and 
interventions have failed to modify behavior, student 
and parents will be issued a written warning. Upon a 
fourth documented incident, the student will be 
suspended from school for one day.  Upon the fifth 
documented incident, student will be suspended for two 
days.  Upon the sixth documented incident, student will 
be suspended for three days and will be referred to the 
GCCS Board of Trustees for a disciplinary hearing.  The 
results of the hearing may include consequences up to 
and including expulsion.  
 
Documentation  
 We understand that relational aggression and 
other forms of bullying usually occur when teachers are 
not present.  It is very difficult to observe the subtle 
behaviors of relational aggression.  However, to make 
our decisions and consequences fair, we will need to 
have clear and consistent documentation of behaviors to 
demonstrate a pattern of bullying.  
 Each classroom will have an incident reporting 
form that can be used by teachers, parents or 
anonymously by students.  The information that we 
gather will help teachers to investigate reports of 
relational aggression and document behaviors exhibited 
by individual students.  The documentation will be used 
to determine the level of intervention and the severity of 
consequences that will be implemented. 
 
Curr iculum Supplement 
 In addition to addressing our design principles 
on an ongoing basis, we have adopted a supplementary 
curriculum to specifically raise childrenÕs awareness of 
relational aggression and to help them develop positive 
social skills.  This program has been developed by The 
Ophelia Project (www.opheliaproject.org).  The 
curriculum will be used with grades 2-6.   
 

We look forward to working with 
parents to reduce the incidence of 
relational aggression.  A peaceful, safe,  

and friendly learning environment is critical for all 
children.  Please keep us posted about how our new 
policies and procedures are working for your child. 

 

 

 

 

Next Up:  Indians/Explorers/ 
Settlers Expedition 
 

 Our third expedi- 
tion of the year will begin  
in mid-March.  The content  
focuses on the time period  
between 1450 and 1825, when European 
explorers and settlers were beginning to 
make their way to the Genesee Valley.  
Younger studentsÕ expeditions focus on 
the lives of those who chose to make the 
wilderness of Western New York their 
home and their relationships with the 
resources and the people they found 
when they arrived.  Older students will 
investigate artifacts, documents, and 
people from the Revolutionary War 
period.  Sixth graders will culminate 
their year with community awareness 
project about the decline of the bee 
population. 
  

 

Saturday Parent  
Work Day  

 

Saturday, April 5  
9: 00 a. m.  Ð 1: 00 p. m.  

 

Come hel p your  chi l dÕs 
c l assr oom shi ne!  
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1st Grade Ð Next Stop:  Rochester 
 

During this expedition, first graders 
will explore why people moved to 
and settled in Rochester during the  

early 1800Õs, and what settlers used to meet their 
needs.  The students will take on the role of a family 
member from a settler family.  Throughout the 
expedition, students will prepare to live a day in the 
life of a settler by determining needs for the trip, 
training for a long walk, and preparing the food and 
goods needed for survival.  Each child will add to a 
settler scrapbook that includes anecdotal evidence 
about their life in New England, their decision to 
move to the Genesee Valley, the long trip, and the 
challenges of settling in a new land.  Scrapbooks 
will also include historical fiction letters written to 
friends who were left behind in New England.  A 
culminating field study will be an overnight 
simulation of the journey to the Genesee Valley and 
the process of settling in a new place.   

 

3rd Grade Ð Settle Down 
 

 What was it about the Genesee  
River that drew people to settle here?   
What challenges did they face journeying  
to and settling in this area?  What were the first 
settlements like?  Third graders will be exploring 
what the river and the surrounding land were like at 
the arrival of the first settlers.  They will learn about 
the first seven settlements along the Genesee, 
including what made each one unique.  Each crew 
will concentrate on one settlement, visiting the area 
where it was located, using historic and present day 
maps, and working with a local historian and historic 
texts to piece together the history of that settlement.  
Each child will create and take on the role of a 
community member unique to their settlement.  They 
will use primary source documents, including a city 
directory, letters, and journal entries, to create a 
profile that accurately depicts what their ÒcharacterÕsÓ 
life could have been like.  
 To simulate the life and economy of the 
settlements, the class will participate in a three-day 
camping trip.  Each crew will be responsible for a 
different skill needed in their settlement, and will 
contribute to the community by performing that skill. 

Kindergarten Ð S is for Settler 
 

 This expedition will start with a brief 
investigation about what happened to the 
Seneca people when the Europeans came to 
the Genesee Valley.  Students will learn 
about how trade, land, and different beliefs 
affected both the Seneca people and the 
European explorers and traders.  Students 
will then move forward in time to when the 
first settlers came to Rochester. They will 
examine different reasons that people moved 
here, and they will discover what settlers had 
to do in order to survive during their journey 
and as they carved new homes out of the 
wilderness.  Toward the end of the  

expedition, students will work 
on a Settler Alphabet chart 
and book which will be given 
as a gift to next yearÕs 
Kindergarten. 

 

 

 

2nd Grade Ð Recipe for Rochester 
 

 This expedition will focus on the seven 
settlements of early Rochester.  Students will 
visit local landmarks to help them visualize 
what daily life was like for the settlers.  A 
local historian will guide the class on a bus 
tour through the location of the first seven 
settlements.  Through learning experiences, 
field studies, and research, students will 
become experts on what ÒingredientsÓ came 
together to make Rochester a village on the 
verge of blossoming into a city.   
 One ingredient students will 
investigate was RochesterÕs early flour milling 
industry.  The class will publish a recipe book 
filled with a variety of family recipes for 
homemade bread.  The cookbook will include 
student essays on the ingredients that went 
into the formation of Rochester. 
 A culminating activity will be an 
overnight camping trip at  
Webster Park, during which  
students will simulate the  
daily life of early Genesee  
Valley settlers.  



 
\ 
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6th Grade Ð Beeware 
 

 Sixth gradeÕs spring expedition will synthesize 
all of the classÕs bee research to date and bring this 
knowledge to bear on the human element of the bee 
industry.  It is now common knowledge that 
honeybees worldwide are threatened by Colony 
Collapse Disorder.  This troubling development has 
incredible ecological and economic ramifications, 
both here and abroad.  Nationally, pollinators are 
responsible for 15 billion dollars of annual 
agricultural commerce. 
 The sixth grade class is forging a relationship 
with the Seneca Park Zoo to help establish their 
observation hive as part of its community outreach.  
Students will also interview and profile the people 
who are most closely connected to the honeybee.  
People in careers such as farming, beekeeping, 
entomology, manufacturing, homeopathic medicine, 
and the retail industry are ideal candidates for profiles 
in the human/bee relationship. 
 The class hopes its final product will take the 
shape of museum quality placards with photographic 
portraits of local people in the bee industry.  
Alongside these portraits will be detailed profiles of 
the person, his or her job, and how intimately tied his  

or her work is to the well-being of the 
bee and human population.  In 
addition, the class will work with Ms. 
Morell to design our annual 5K run to 
take place in late spring with a focus 
on the bee. 

        
 

Help Wanted  
 

John McCut cheon Concer t  
Commi t t ee Member s and 

Vol unt eer s 
 

1st  Meet i ng Monday Mar ch 3 
6: 30 p. m.  Ri ver  Room 

 

CanÕt  make i t  but  want  t o 
hel p?  Cal l  442- 1277.  

 
 

 

4th and 5th Grades Ð A Tale of 
Two Cities:  Voices of the 
American Revolution 
 

 During this election year, millions 
of American citizens will exercise their 
constitutional right to select the men and 
women who govern our country.  But it 
hasn't always been this way.  
 During the course of our spring 
expedition, we will examine the events 
that ushered forth a new nation and gave 
the colonists hope to follow a new path. 
The fourth and fifth grades will kick off 
the expedition by sending half of each 
class to Boston, Massachusetts, and 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to learn how 
citizens in these two great colonial 
communities helped to advance the 
causes of American independence 
through their words and actions.   
 Classes will re-visit the 
exploration of North America, the 
founding of the colonies, and hear the 
arguments for continued colonial ties 
from the Loyalist perspective.  While in 
Boston and Philadelphia, students will 
visit dozens of historical sites, speak with 
guest experts and learn from historical re-
enactors how history is brought to life Ð  
and kept alive Ð in these cities.  Fourth 
and fifth graders will collaborate during 
fieldwork, expedition book clubs as well 
as in the creation of a performance-based 
exhibition that will highlight the places, 
events, arts, and architecture of 18th 
century America.  
 Special attention will be paid to 
the ideals represented in the U.S. 
Constitution and how we, as 21st-century  

citizens of the United 
States, can best honor the 
sacrifices of those who 
gave so much for the 
freedoms we enjoy today. 

 

 

 

  


